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Boston Public Schools Student Dropout

This document presents answers {0 some of the most frequently asked gquestions about student dropout in the
Boston Public Schools, As defined by the Massachusetts Bepartment of Education and the National Center

for Education Statistics, a student is considered to be a dropout at the end of the school year if he or she is not
in school, has not graduated, and has not transferred to another school system. Each such student
represents a lost opportunity both for the student and for the schools.

How Have Systemwide Dropout Rates Varied Over Time?

Annual Dropout Rates* Systemwide: Grades 9-12 Ninth Grade Cohort Dropout Rates Systemwide
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» The annual rate analysis answers the question, e The cohort rate analysis answers the question, “Of
“How many students in grades 9-12 drop out in the students who began 9 grade, what proportion
one year?” dropped out over the next five years?”
» The 9"-12" grade annual dropout rate in 2004 » The 9" grade cohort dropout rate increased slightly
2005 (8.4%) remains the same as the previous for the 2000/04 cohort (21.6%) after having
year and is below the highest point of 8.4% in reached its lowest point in the preceding cohort
1998-1999, year.

= Historically, the cohort dropout rate has declined
substantially since its high point of 38.6% among
the students in the 198371987 cohort.

* Final annual dropout rates are reported in this document. These final dropout rates differ from the June rates shown in the Schoo! Report Cards
(formerly called 'Report on Teaching and Learning’} because they account for changes in student status between June and the following Oclober.
This is done to conform with Massachusetts Department of Education guidelines. It should be noted that from the 2003-04 year onward, the student
status reported in the next school year October 1 SIMS is used for the adjus tment rather than Identified by school personnel via a survey as done in
the previous years.
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How Have Systemwide Dropout Rates Varied Over Time by RaciallEthnic

Group?

1995-96 through 2004-05

Annual Dropout Rate by Racial/Ethnic Group:
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Black White Asian Hispanic SYSTEM
1995-86 7.5% 5.9% 3.5% 8.3% 7.0%
1996-97 7.7% 7.3% 6.3% 10.2% 8.1%
1897-98 8.6% 6.3% 4.3% 9.9% 8.1%

199899 9.6% 8.1% 5.0% 11.6% 9.4%
1999-00 8.7% 7.1% 3.9% 10.3% 8.3%
2000-01 8.8% 7.4% 3.8% 10.6% 8.4%
200102 7.6% 6.0% 3.8% B.5% 7.2%
200203 8.8% 6.7% 4.4% 8.5% 8.0%
2003-04 9.5% 6.5% 4.0% 8.9% 8.4%
200406 9.1% 7.5% 3.8% 9.2% 8.4%

There have been year to year fluctuations in annual dropout rates in all groups.
1995-1996 had the lowest dropout rate in the time period for ali groups.
Between 2003-2004 and 2004-2005, while Whites and Hispanics showed a slight increase in dropout, Blacks
and Asians showed a slight decline.

» There was a consistent relationship in dropout rates across the groups: Asians lowest, then Whites, then
Blacks, and Hispanics highest except the previous two years where Blacks was the highest.

How Do Dropout Rates Vary by RaciallEthnic Group and Gender?

Overall

Black 9.1%
White 7.5%
Asian 3.8%
Hispanic 9.2%
TOTALS™ 8.4%

rumbers are so few.

Percent Number

887
226
69
510

1,699

Annual Dropout Rate by Racial/Ethnic Group and Gender: Grades 912, 2004-2005

Male Female
Percent Number Percent Number
10.6% 510 7.6% 377
T.7% 118 7.3% 108
4.7% 43 2.9% 26
11.0% 304 7.4% 2086
9.7% g79 7.4% 720

» Totals include 6 Native Americans and one Muitiracial dropouts who are not shown separalely by gender because their

Office of Research, Assessment and Evaluation, Boston Public Scheols: February, 2006

« In all groups, more

males than females
dropped out.

Dropout is lowest
among Asian
students and
highest among
male Hispanics.

+ Gender difference

are slight more
pronounced among
Black and Hispanic
students.



Qand A

Boston Pu_blic Schools 2004-2005: Student Dropout

How do Dropout Rates Differ Across Schools/Programs?
Annual Dropout Rate by School: Grades 9-12, 2004-05

Boston 1.atn School*
CBryant”
Boston Latin Academy*
Heallh Careers
Charestown
Horace Mann™
Boston Cornmunity Eeadenship
Now Mission
Quingy Upper
West Roxbiry
Femwvay
English
Boston Arts Acatemy

Snowden

TechBoston Acaderny
East Boston
Madison Park

Brighlon
Boston Intermational
Fxeel

Monument

Noonan Business Acaderny
Boston Adult TechAieal i
Ace. N
Hyde Park

Public Servica Academy
MciGrley™
Burke

Odyssey
Commurily Acadery
Greater Egleston
Bosion Day & Evering
0%

* Exarrination School ™ Special Needs School

30% 40%

Stadents who dropped out are aftributed to the last school to which they were essigned,

How do Dropout Rates Vary Across Neighborhoods?
Annual Dropout Rate by Neighborhood (Zip Code):

« Dropout rates vary
substantially according to
where students live,

+ The percentage of dropbuts
varies from a low of 2.8% in
Wast Roxbury fo a high of

9.9% In Uphams Corner.

50%

60%

s Dropout rates vary
substantially across
schools/programs.

+ Dropout rates range
from a low of 0.2% to
a high of 30.8%.

« School enrollments in
grades 9-12 ranged
from 25 to over 1,700.

There is also much variation
in the numbers of students
from each neighborhood who
are attending Boston Public
Schoois.

Allston

Back 8ay/Kenmore™
Boston Central*™
Brighton
Charlestown
Codman Square
East Boston
Fields Comer
Grove Halt

Hyde Park
Jamaica Plain
Mattapan
Roslindale
Roxbury

Roxbury Crossing
South Boston
South End
Uphams Corner
West Roxbury

* 02115, 02116, 02215, 02198

Grades 9-12, 2004-2005
Students in
Bercent Number MNeighhorhood
8.1% 23 285
8.8% 38 408
3.7% 10 27
8.3% 47 868
2.1% 37 407
9.4% 263 2812
82% 130 1583
9.3% 111 1199
85% 167 1751
6.6% 83 1254
9.6% 101 1056
9.4% 145 1547
5.3% 76 1435
8.0% 113 1407
8.8% 48 544
8.9% 61 687
76% 52 684
9.9% 177 1789
2.9% 15 518

(12108 through 02114, 02113, 02114, 02210 {Downtown, West End, Nerth End, Chinatown)
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